MINUTES

LOUISIANA SOYBEAN AND GRAIN RESEARCH

AND PROMOTION BOARD

November 22, 2013
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Raymond Schexnayder, Jr., J.K. Bordelon, Charles Cannatella, Joey Olivier, Robert Thevis, Darrell Vandeven, Carlos Polotzola, Leo Franchebois, Dan Turner, Ryan Kirby, Thomas Ater and Donald Berken
MEMBERS ABSENT:


OTHERS PRESENT:
Kyle McCann, and Rodgers Leonard 

Chairman Schexnayder called the meeting to order.  The Board conducted the business meeting after reviewing research projects.  The agenda was then reviewed.

Lyndsey Erb-Sharkey then provided an update on the USGC and their activities in market development for the U.S. grain industry.

The Board next considered the minutes of the previous meeting.

ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.

The Board then reviewed the audit report.  The LDAF collections report was then presented.  The current cash position of the Board and the preliminary assessment income projections for the 2013 crop were each reviewed.  See attached.
The Board then considered the sorghum projects for 2014.  The USCP had communicated that the Board would receive $61,548.13 in pass back funds that could be used for projects and had requested the Board establish their project funding for 2014 as soon as possible.  The Board reviewed each sorghum project and established the total funding of $64,421 for 2014.  A list of the approved projects is attached.
ACTION NO. 2
A motion was made by Ryan Kirby, seconded and carried, to approve the sorghum project list and total funding level of $64,421 for 2014.
The 2014 LSU AgCenter proposals were presented to the Board for their review. The LSU AgCenter personnel also expressed their willingness to assist with the Board’s review and 
develop any projects of interest to the Board or have new projects presented at the funding 
meeting. 

The Board then discussed projects and commented on issues they felt should be addressed. The AMCOE efforts regarding aflatoxin research were also discussed.  Charles Cannatella is the representative of the Board at the AMCOE meetings and recommended maintaining the current level of funding for the coming year. Aflatoxin research and the product Aflagaurd were discussed.  Other topics discussed included indeterminate and determinate soybean varietal differences, weather issues and field damage.  
The Board then discussed the recent Louisiana Supreme Court ruling regarding the rice checkoff and the implications it has for the other state checkoffs.  While two commodities that are under this Board have federal checkoffs, soybeans and sorghum, the wheat and corn checkoffs are state checkoffs. The assessments on these were authorized by the legislature but conditioned on approval by grower referendum.  Since they were initiated and continued based upon grower referendum (elections) they would also be found to be unconstitutional if challenged in the court.  The Supreme Court ruled in part that only the legislature has the right to impose an assessment and that private citizen groups cannot impose a fee by conducting a private election. The Board discussed briefly how other commodities may be impacted and possible ways to address the issue in the coming legislative session.  The various organizations that nominate members to the Board would need to address the issue and work with the LDAF and other interested groups.  The members felt that the simplest way to address the issue for wheat and corn would be to strike the referendum provisions and leave the rest of the law in place.
The Board discussed then considered accounting and administrative services.

ACTION NO. 3
A motion was made by Joey Olivier, seconded and carried, that the Board contract with Kyle McCann for 2014 accounting services for $3,500.  The Board also agreed to pay Kyle McCann $2,000 and Jessica Lange $590 for administrative services performed during 2013.

 
The Board then discussed the next meeting date and agreed to meet on January 22, 
2014 at LSUA in Alexandria, Louisiana.  The meeting would also be held in conjunction with 
the LSA annual meeting.

There being no other business the meeting was adjourned. 

_________________________________

Raymond Schexnayder, Jr.

Chairman

